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As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the interior has responsibility for most of our natonally owned public lands and 
natural resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of our land and water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the 
environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. 
The Department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works to assure that their development is in the best interest of all our people. 
The Department also has a major responsibility for American indian reservation communities and for people who live in Island Territories under 


U.S. administration. 


BLM/OR/WA/PL-97/0037+1792 





&) 


tr) 


C22 

















tare ae -§ eee 


U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 


Prineville Distract Otfice 
1050 NE. 3rd Street 





August }yv7 








ov ae op - 


This planning update is designed to keep you informed of the Prineville District's ongoing 
progress toward impiementing land use plans and managing public lands in central Oregon. 
Your interest and participation in various BLM programs and operations are very important 
to our success. Thanks for your continued interest in the management of our public lands. 


James L. Hancock 
District Manager 


YyAat tp Expect yt WEAK: Document 





| Feature Articles: Several articles have been developed on contnbutrons that these dedicated volunteers made as well as 
| ‘ tomecs throughout the District hex providing imiormation shart =the lypes oof opportunities 
| nh toy is the Central Oregon Initiative. a ivailable tor future volunteer work mn the Prneville Distnct 

’ navrement hc rrmoorstfatt wea N\ I Cro go i 

xchange rhan ointerta na ww law Rangeland Program Summary: This section documents 
| A Distnct May mcluded to heip progress made to date toward implementing the rangeland 
| cas te nied by these articles decaons mn the three RMP s Th scc TION | quite detained ind 
| ‘ ther information throug! tt hocument hopetully provides the reader with a clear and concise idec of 


implement tion The Opportunity lo comment on this sectrn is 





Plan Implementation Progress: This sectron provides o bniect detasicd there, especially with regard to “alfected micrests 
t ! gr made last veat tow ard implementation of 
i , 
| the District s three Land use plans These plans include the John Environmental Assessment (FA) Register: As a csult of the 
Day R roe Management Plan (RMP) completed mm 1985 Central Oregon Initiative, (see included articic) the EA register 
lu b rs RMP 1 19R¢ ind the Brothers-! aPine RMP willnow be published in i guarterly document called “Schedule 
iA‘ 1} 1) if ’ ATKIN, nanamendment for 1 peortoon af Prowects If vou currentiv receive the Prin Vil 1) strat 
Hy rs] oP RA\IP rif rn ting ynother Planning | rabate vou wall ala mive ov \ hedulk sf 
he John Day RMI } | 
| Volunteer Program Activitv/Opportunities: The BLM We hope vou find this deowun Wy 
’ ; ; ‘> , i; ’ ; wu? , i 
| | a 
/ “ Ky “ 
, } ; h i 





SS ee a -_—_— —- -__ _ ___. 4 














Prineville District 



































[5] NE Oregon Assembled Land Exchange + 














et 1 (pe Ly piv hin NU. hii hivhi be aUAS wily bis 





wm 


The Forest Service and BLM in Central Oregon have formed 
a partnership called the “Central Oregon Initiative” with the 
goal of improving customer service to all public land users in 
the area. The Deschutes and Ochoco National Forests and 
the Prineville District of the BLM are the three units 
involved in the Central Oregon Initiative. We are working 
together to identify ways to improve customer service and 
reduce operating costs. Where the BLM and Forest Service 
manage adjacent lands and have common customers, there 
are many opportunities to provide more convenient service 
and to share resources for cost effective implementation of 
our public programs. This does not mean we are combining 
agencies but we will climinate boundaries that create 
unnecessary barriers for vur customers. 


The last several year. cf politics have had some significant 
impacts on government and the way we do business. Less 
government has been the war cry of the 90's. Personnel, 
budgets and even entire agencies have declined or 
disappeared. During this time of reduced budgets and 
personnel, local federal agencies have been looking for 
opportunities to help each other. These efforts took great 
strides in 1994 when the decision was made for the new 
Bureau of Land Management office to be constructed 
directly adjacent to the Ochoco National Forest. The first 
joint efforts began during construction with the notion to 
have one continuous parking lot out front of both buildings 
for greater customer convenience, as well as a one sidewalk 
leading from the front door of one agency to the front door of 
the other. Just as important was the continuous sidewalk that 
was laid behind the building connecting the back doors of 
each agency to facilitate convenient interaction between the 
two agencies’ employees. The influence those efforts have 
had on the two agencies continues to mushroom even today. 


Because of the close proximity to each other it became easy 
for specialists to consult face to face on common issues, to 
share ideas, resources and equipment. The BLM and the 
Ochoco Nationa! Forest had close working relationships 
with the Deschutes National Forest, located in Bend. Finally 
managers from the three agencies began mecting monthly 
for “Chowder Day” in an effort to improve communication 
and coordination. These events formed the Central Oregon 
triangle of feceral agencies working together that presented 
itself as a natural candidate for the Central Oregon Initiative. 


The Central Oregon Initiative is one of two efforts in the 
country designed as a to create a more cooperative 
government with the express purposes of improving 
customer service and providing savings to the tax payer 
through greater efficiency in government. A standing 
“Strategy Group” was assembled to support innovation and 
integrate efforts under the initiative. While the Strategy 
Group provides the overview, individual teams are 
assembled to work on individual projects and all employees 
are encouraged and supported im looking for ways to make 
things better or easier 


There are more than 26 projects that have been implemented 
or are in the process of development in an effort to do what 
we do better. Some of those efforts include: 


* Central Oregon Home Page - Inicgrating Internet 
a ee 


© Puttie Adfire and Planning epdates- The BLM jointly 
funds and shares a public affairs specialist with the 


Ochoco National forest and planning updates will be 
integrated into one document notifying the public of 
scheduled proposed actions 

* High Desert Learning Center - The three partners are 
working with High Desert Museum to deliver natural 
resource information to some half-million people who 
visit the museum annually 

* Tribal Liaison and Coordination - The three agencies 
share one tribal liaison position 

* Central Oregon Fire Management Organization - A 
consolidated fire organization, integrating 
Forest Service and BLM personnel, began operation on 
January 7, 1996 under a plan approved by the three line 
officers. Two managerial positions were consolidated 
into one 

* Firewood Permits - The BLM has combined its firewood 
permit program with those of the local Forests, providing 
customers with a consistent program that is convenient 
and less confusing 

* Native Black Cottonwood Plantation - BLM and the 
Forests shared funding to create a plantation as a source 
for dormant cut stock for riparian restoration 

* Fisheries and Water Quality Monitoring - The local 
offices have developed a joint monitoring strategy 
reviewing stations and methodologies annually. Field 
visits are coordinated for efficiency. Bull trout studies are 
coordinated basin wide. Equipment and expertise are 
shared providing the opportunity to gather a wider range 
of data at lower cost 

* Riparian Management - Joint approaches to riparian 
management continue on shared streams thal cross 
private, national forest and BLM lands 

* Province/Resource Advisory Councils (PAC and RAC) 
- These interagency and citizen advisory forums are 
active across Central and Eastern Oregon. They provide 
a mechanism to help avoid duplication and potentially 
conflicting approaches to the public on similar issues 

* Telecommunications - Princeville BLM aad the two 
Forests utilize a single organization for radio, telephone 
and network systems. The chose systems of all three 
offices have been integrated 


The efforts of the Central Oregon Initiative are proving to be 
a success with cost savings to the agencies and the taxpayers 
as well as improved service and products for customers of all 
three agencies. For more information about the Central 
Oregon Initiative please contact Jim Kenna at (541) 416- 
6757. 
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Looking to the Future: 


Central €&) cqon's 
Urtan ]nterface 


Plan 











Progress continues on the Central Oregon Urban Interface 
Plan. This plan is an amendment to the 1989 Brothers/La 
Pine Resource Management Plan (RMP) and Environmental 
Impact Statement (CIS) and is being written to address a 
myriad of issues on BLM managed public lands in portions 


of Deschutes, Crook, and Klamath counties. The Urban 
Interface area is indicated on the enclosed may by the 
number 4. The Brothers/La Pine RMP and EIS does not 
adequately address the increased number and diversity of 
uses in Central Oregon today. Besides looking at present day 
issues, the plan will anticipate and plan for future trends 


The planning area includes approximately 181,000 acres of 
BLM managed public lands adjacent to Bend, Redmond, 
Sisters, and La Pine. The planning arca is divided into four 
management areas: Smith Rock, Cline Buttes, Bend- 
Redmond, and La Pine. Each area has unique characteristics 
and management needs 


Many of the issues being addressed in the plan are based on 
the increasing population growth in the area; Deschutes 
County is the fastest growing county in the State of Oregon 
and Bend is the fastest growing city in the State. Public 













safety, land pattern, resource 
impacts, and social conflicts are 
the major concerns in the “urban 
interface” area. 





In April 1996, three alternatives, 
or options, for management of 
Central Oregon's public lands 
were published. Options for 
managing commercial timber 
harvest, firewood cutting, live- 
stock grazing, mineral develop- 
ment, wildlife habitat, target shooting, hunting, and 
motorized vehicle use were proposed. In addition, various 
proposals for the retention, exchange, or transfer of public 
lands were included in the document. The BLM solicited 
comments and ideas from the public, interested and affected 
groups, Tribal Governments, and other agencies regarding 
management of the area 


Since then, the team has been analyzing the effects of 
implementing cach aliernative described in the “draft 
alternative” document. This information, along with an 
agency preferred alternative, will be incorporated into the 
Draft EIS, scheduled for publication in late 1997. A Final 
EIS will be published soon after 


If you would like to be on the mailing list for the Urban 
Interface EIS, please give Karen Perault a call at (541) 416- 
6711. Successful implementation of this plan hinges on 


public support. We want to hear your comments, concerns, 
and ideas for managing Central Oregon's public lands. By 
working together, we can develop innovative management 
strategies for mecting the needs of communities and users of 
public land while maintaining resource values 
forward to hearing from you 


We took 














The Prineville District uses an innovative program to 
supplement its law enforcement staff during the summer 
months. It's known as the “Detail Ranger Program” and 
involves “detailing” or borrowing other BLM law 
enforcement rangers from other states to auginent our law 
enforcement staff 
during periods of 
high demand 
These rangers are 
permanently 
assigned to BLM 
areas in the 
California of 
Anzona_ desert, 
where the 
demand for their 
services 1s low in 
the summer duc 
to constant 1104 
degree weather 
They come from 
Anzona locations 
like Phoenix, 
Yuma, and Lake 
Havasu City and 
places in 
Califorma such 
as Palm Springs 
and El Centro 





vehicle travel, occupancy trespass, littering, vandalism, and 
safety issues involving indiscriminate use of firearms. 


The detail ranger’s job on the Deschutes River is to assist 
with implementing the 1993 cower Deschutes River 
Management 
Plan, which 
outlines 
measures to 
reduce 
damage to 
vegetation, 
relieve social 
conflicts, 
and provide 
for public 
safety. This 
is no small 
tas k 
considering 
the river 
corndor 1s 95 
miles long 
and has an 
average 
weekend 
population 
in excess of 


2,000. The 








Faced with 

tolerating an 

entire summer of extreme desert temperatures, many jump at 
the chance to take temporary assignments or “details” to the 
cooler north country of Central Oregon 


The program began in 1993 with one part time position. We 
increased the position to full time in 1994 and 1995, and 
hired two full time positions in 1996. Since these are only 
temporary assignments of three to twelve weeks, detail 
rangers rotate m and out all summer long. During 1996 for 
example, it took a total of nine different rangers to staff three 
positions from Memorial Day to Labor Day 


The detail rangers’ job ws tw help the Prineville district 
implement its large and complex law enforcement program 
Detail rangers are currently used in two separate areas: the 
Bend-Redmond Urban Interface Area and along the 
Deschutes River corridor 


The Bend-Redmond Urban Interface Arca includes all 
public lands within a twenty mile radius of Bend and 
Redmond. As the population of this general area continues 
to merease at an alarming ratc, the pressures on nearby public 
lands increase proportionally. The most common violations 
reflect these population increases and include dumping 
resource theli, damage to natural resources by off-road 


detail 
rangers work 
long hours, often side-by-side with members of other law 
enforcement agencies such as the Oregon State Police and 
the Wasco County Sheriffs Office. Primarily, they 
accomplish their mission by high visibility patrol and publy. 
education. However, if these measures are ineffective, they 
must resort to more serious methods 


in 1996, BLM detail rangers contacted more than 5,000 
visitors on the Lower Deschutes River. They gave more than 
1,000 warnings, issued over 100 citations, and made ten 
arrests. Typical violations included drug and alcohol-related 
offenses, assaults, thefts, disorderly conduct, illegal 
campfires, unrestrained pets, excessive noise, parking and 
moving velucle violations. Besides law enforcement, the 
rangers also assist local agencies in search and rescue, 
emergency medical treatment and evacuation, and fire 
suppression 


The detail ranger program ts indicated by the number 3 on the 
enclosed map. For more information about the District Law 
Enforcement program please call Tom Teaford at (541) 416 
6700 


Help protect your land and resources by reporting crimes 
call 1-800.333.7283 
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Northeast 
Oregon 


A\ssembled ~ ss 


Land 
lE-xchange 


The National emphasis on improving the efficiency of government 
and the Bureau's emphasis on improving the health of the land on 
a landscape scale has led the Vale and Prineville Districts and the 
Umatilla and Malheur National Forests to undertake the Northeast 
Oregon Assembled Land Exchange. Both agencies are working 
with a variety of partners and private land owners to exchange 
approximately 75,000 acres, which would be done in several 
phases over the nexi two to three ycars 





Known as NOALE, the Districts recently completed a 45-day 
scoping and comment period for issues to be addressed im the 
upcoming EIS 


As proposed by Clearwater Land Exchange Company in 1994, the 
land exchange would result in the disposal of isolated tracts of 
federal lands in six counties in Northeast Oregon. In exchange, the 















BLM would acquire private lands that will consolidate Federal 
ownership in areas containing approximately 23 million board 
fect of timber, key anadromous fish and wildlife habitats, 
wetlands and recreation areas on or near the North and South 
Forks of the John Day River 


The two BLM Districts are currently in the process of writing an 
EIS which will be available for comment this spring. Having 
started with a pool of tracts to consider for disposal that is larger 
than necessary to complete the exchange, the EIS analysis will 
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determine which tracts to retain and which to trade, in addition to 
its normal impacts analysis 


Wildlife inventories were initiated in the spring of 1995 and will 
continue in 1997. Botanical and cultural inventories began in 1996 
and will also continue in 1997. All tracts proposed to change from 
public to private ownership are being assessed for cultural, 
botanical, forestry, wildlife, fish, rangeland, endangered species 
and other values. Traditional and treaty resource interests are 
being identified through consultation with the affected Tribal 
governments. Appraisal work and timber cruising are currently 
underway and will be completed as necessary for each subsequent 


phase 


This land exchange will include lands from multiple ownerships 

which will be assembled in a “pool” for exchange. These 
exchanges will be based on the pooled values of the land and may 
not be on a tract for tract bases. For example; some private 
landowners wish to purchase BLM inholding, while others desire 
to trade tracts of land. These values are then pooled and used by 
the BLM to acquire private property 


It is anticipated that the draft EIS will be available this spring and 
if all goes well, the first phase of this exchange will be completed 
in the fall of 1997. The area involved in the land exchange is 
marked by the number 5 on the District map. For more 
information, please contact Ron Lane at (541) 416-6752 
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Riparian Restoration and 


Management 


(National Riparian Service Team 





Riparian areas, the strip of vegetation along streams, typically are a reflection of the overall health of the watershed and are 
critical to the well-being of the communities who depend on the land for jobs, clean water, food, wood products, recreation, and 
many other benefits. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Forest Service (FS) and National Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS) have placed a high priority on caring for the health of the land. All three agencies have recognized that mparian 
arcas present an important 





opportunity to demonstrate ancw 
appreach to multiple-use 
management. On November 8. 
1995, at a briefing of the Forest 
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Service national Leadership pe tae 
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Team. it was formally announced we oe oA 


the three agencies would move 
aggressively to refine and 
implement a cooperative 
management strategy. Thus was 


followed on March 20, 1996 with |, it-< 
— 


a memo titled “Accelerating toe ss ens 
Restoration and Management of P 
Riparian arcas | . 
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This approach to mparian “a . . } 


management provides § an > opt 
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opportunity to show that we can “> 











work together across agency and 





administrative bhoundares to 





accomplish our common goal of 
providing tor healthy, productive 
lands and public benefits. We 
recognize, and want to emphasize 
the importance of rparian health 
to) — sth well-being of the 
communities dependent on the 


land tow multiple benctit 
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transfer, consulting and advisory services, and program review. The National Riparian Service Team is located at the Prineville 
BLM office and is composed of six highly credible professionals and one intern, with a broad range of interdisciplinary 
expertise. Team members possess a strong background in FS and BLM policy and programs, and are skilled in facilitating 
problem solving in the public interest, have a strong ground-level onentation, and a bias for acuon. Other individuals will assist 
part-time with consultation and training. Another important mission of this team is to establish a network of mparian program 
coordinators throughout each agency. The team will build on the success of existing programs and efforts, providing additional 
opportunity to work together more effectively. The team is focusing on results, rather than process, and works to streamline or 
eliminate existing process requirements. The team leader reports to the Director of the BLM and the Chief of the Forest Service, 
or their designees. The Fiparian Service Team is charged to provide: 


1. Technology Transfer and Training 


An ambitious. broad scale training strategy was developed in order to implement a common minimum level of 
assessment for evaluating riparian areas across jurisdictional boundaries. A foundation for this effort is the use of the 
“Process for Assessing the Proper Functioning Condition (PFC) of Riparian- Wetland Areas.” As we embark on this 
collaborative, landscape approach, an interagency/interdisciplinary cadre of people have been selected to establish a 
community-based training program in cach of the 11 westerr states. 


Two “Train the Trainers” workshops were held at the BLM National Training Center in Phoenix, Arizona. These 
were outstanding sessions, attended by more than 100 professionals from all over the western U_S., and a great mix of 
BLM/NRCS/FS folks and interdisciplinary skills. The imstructors included members of the National Riparian Service 
Team and people from the Oregon/Washington PFC cadre. Two intensive classroom days included background and 
principles of the PPC Assessment method. Then folks hit the field to utilize the PFC method to evaluate two very 
different stream systems. Interdisciplinary teams were formed with the necessary science backgrounds, and they then 
worked independently to come up with their ratings on condition. On both streams, it was remarkable how close 
people came in their conclusions and ratings, and how the evaluation led people to talk about the stream conditions 
related to physical processes first before addressing attributes related to resource values. For the trainees, the next day 
involved having to prepare and present training information. Coordinators are being identified to work in all of the 
western states to provide training in the future. 


2. Consulting and Advisory Services 


The NRST is nearly overwhelmed with requests to come work on local problems across the west. The NRST, along 
with other trained and expenenced people, are trying to fii in as many of the high priority cases as they can, but 
clearly many of these will have to be handled by the trained cadres in each state. A transition meeting was conducted 
for the NRST on November 13-14, and a short term plan (six months) was develoy.ed along with a strategic look at 
the next 18 to 24 months. The timing is clearly right for the team to fulfill the mission direction by the Director and 
Chief: “Accelerate the restoration of riparian areas across the western US.” 


3. Program Review and Evaluation 


Periodic program reviews are a high priority with the first intended for next spring. Program reviews are seen as 
critical to networking how success can be, indeed has been, achieved. The primary intent will be to bring together a 
diverse group of public and agency people, including the national media, to review situations where people have 
worked together to solve critical resource problems related to riparian management. Crecks will always be the focus, 
but more likely, the learning will be about how people come together as a community to deal with something 
important to all of them. 


A common question has been “why don't you look at the failures as well, and document them in program reviews?” 
The best answer 1s that we aren't interested in documenting failures, which normally involves trying to assign blame; 
we're interested in fixing creeks The team will be consulting on problem areas, and trying to bring people together to 
create the conditions where change 1s possible. The lessons learned from successes can be valuable in learning how 
people have overcome the potential to fail. Success can serve as a source of hope and inspiration. Success is never 
simple, and it requires all of us to give the best of ourselves, and respect to all. The NRST is not naive in its 
approach. if we dida't have nonfunctional streams and streams that are functional-at-risk across the west, the team 
wouldn't cxsst. But the focus 1s on restoration and improvement. 


For more information about the National Riparian Service Team please contact Wayne Elmore at (541) 416-6756. 
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~ Weed Management 


Bridge Creek Demenstration Weed Management Area 
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Forest Service lands, 2,600 
acres of National Park Service 
lands, 200 acres of state lands 
and 109,000 acres of private 
lands 


The demonstration area is 
near US. Highway 26 and 
State Highway 207. These 
highways provide easy access 
and viewing by the project 
participants, the general pub- 
lic and by local residents and 
landowners. The demonstra- 
tion area location and land 
ownership pattern provide an 
outstanding opportunity for 
private land owners and 








Weeds are a nuisance in the garden, but are causing 
serious long term ecological and economical damage to 
our public lands throughout the west. Certain weeds 
which are especially harmful (noxious weeds) rapidly 
invade large areas, destroying native vegetation which 
in turn causes loss of important fish and wildlife 
habitat, forage for domestic livestock, and valuable 


scenery in popular recreation areas. Weeds are 
increasing at a rate of 4600 acres a day on western 
public lands. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
is dedicating a significant amount of energy and 
resources in an effort to gain control of this rapidly 


growing problem 


The Bridge Creek Demonstration Weed Management 
Area near Mitchell, Oregon, has been established to 
identify and develop the most successful methods to 
control and reduce weeds. The demonstration area 
includes the Bridge Creck, Bear Creek, and Girds 
Creek watersheds. This areas covers over 204,000 acres 
including: 61,000 acres of BLM lands, 32,000 acres of 









county, state, and federal 
agencies to share knowledge, resources and expertise, 
to solve acommon problem. The area also provides the 
dubious opportunity for 
persons to view and be- 
come familiar with many 
noxious weed species, their 
preferred habitats, and the 
damage they cause. At the 
same time, it provides an 
excellent 
opportu- 
nity to test 
and dem- 
onstrate 
various 
control 
methods 
such as 
farming 
practices, 


o (4 





*) 


~~ 





manual weed pulling, biological controls (bugs). 
herbicides, and perhaps other methods not yet 
discovered 


The demonstration area cooperators will be using an 
overall strategy for weed management that 1s simular to 
wildfire management. This includes “Presuppression™ 
(actions taken before weeds start in a new area), “Initial 
Attack™ (actions attacking existing weeds), and 
“Rehabilitation” (actions taken to repair an area after 
weeds are controlled). The objective ts to prevent the 
further spread of weeds to new areas, anc to use non- 
chermcal control measures such as hand pulling and/or 
insects where feasible and practical on new spot 
infestations. Herbicides will be applied on infestations 
where it 1s determined that other methods would be 
ineffective Several land owners have already mutiated 
aggressive control on their private lands. For example, 
the Oregon Department of Agnculture (ODA) has 
released some insects im an attempt to establish 
biological control of yellow star thistle on private and 
public lands on the area 


Early uetection of noxious weeds in a new area is the 
key to preventing thew establishment and further 
spread. A number of 
noxious weeds are 
well established, and 
others are just starting 
in the demonstration 
area. Weeds that are 
newly mtroduced to 
the area are the pri- 
mary target for eradi- 
cation Hopefully. 
these can be elimi- 
nated. When a newly 
discovered noxious 
weed species Consists 
of only a few plants, 
every effort will im- 
mediately be directed toward climmating that plant 
population. If successful, this 1s the cheapest control 
available 


10 


The BLM conducted extensive preliminary field 
imventones to determine the species and general 
location of noxious weeds throughout the area, 
including the Bridge Creek drainage. Then a complete 
imventory was conducted im the Bidge Creek DWMA. 
The BLM and other cooperators in the project will 
continue to collect and update information on noxious 
weed species and populations. BLM will provide a 
central repository for noxious weed information for the 
demonstration area which will be readily available for 
use by all the cooperators 


The imtroduction and spread of noxious weeds are 
caused im many ways Recreational users including 
sightseers, tournsts, hikers, hunters, fishermen, camp- 
ers, as well as wi'dlife, birds, farmag and ranching, 
forestry operations and highway maintenance all 
contribute to the problem. Prevention activities such as 
signing weed area access sights to educate users of 
prevention behaviors will be conducted. Weed 
identification trang for agency personnel and the 
public will also be provided 


In addition to working on the Bndge Creek DWMA, 
private landowners and lessees in this project have 
formed “The Bridge Creek Watershed Council”. This 
council has joined forces with the three Federal land 
management agencies and the ODA to address the 
serious noxious weed situation and other resource 
management issues in eastern Wheeler County which 
includes the town of Mitchell. The location of this 
project is indicated by the number | on the enclosed 


map 


For more mformation, please contact Joe Wichman at 
(S41) 416-6737 
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There 6 « Monument There is a 
very special Monument This 
Monument « located m Ochoco 
Park im the heart of Prineville, 
Oregon, and was dedicated in June 
of 1996 The Monument was 
commissioned by the parents and 
famives of fourteen wildland 
fwefigiters who lost then lives on 
the Seuth Canyon Incident, Colo 
rade. July 6. 1994. The Monument 
was dedicated w all wildland 
fwefigiters, past, present, and fu 
tre, mm recognition of *hew contribu 
hems toward resource protection 
and dedication to then professon 
The Monument serves as a reminder 
that there are risks involved m the 
professron of wildland firefighting 








Deschutes National Forest, Ochoco 
National Forest. Prineville BLM and 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
under one roof Also located a 
COIDC us the shared resource desk 
which 1s responsible for dispatching 
asrcraft such as retardart planes. bead 
planes. smoke surmpers. and acral 
observation aircraft Expanded 
Giupaictong functions for the two 
Forests, BLM and ODF are handled 
from COIDC as well. This mcledes 
ordering and filleng orders for crews. 
equipment. overhead personne! and 


supplies 


As a teswh of the Wildland Fire 
Policy Review that was conducted mm 
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and st serves as an emspiration to all 
wildland fircfighter: to mimmuize 
the risks of the profession by honmg skills They posses 
undergowng contenual refresher traning. and erplonng new and 
mnevative ways to mmprove firefighting organization and 
command structure Toward that end. there have brer some major 
of gam atonal changes in fire management in Central Oregon 


Although the Bureaw of Land Managemem. US Forest Service 
and Oregon Department of Forestry have cooperated m many 
reapects over the years. tus was the first year that overall 
management of the fire services have been comtuned Central 
Oregon Fire Management Services (COPMS ) wer through sts fret 
operational scason mm 1996 Under COPMS. The Deschutes 
Natrona! Forest, Proneville Distnct Bureay of Land Management 
and Ok hoaco National Forest combuned overall fire management In 
addron. Prineville Interagency Dispatch Center merged eth 
Redmond Dispatch to create the Central Oregon interagency 
Deepetch Center (COIDC) wlech located @ the Prinevilic 


Arrport Ths action brought mitial attack Giepatctheng for 


the wake of the South Canyon Incident. several recommendation 
were adopted kx ally There was anced dentified to provide « arcer 
opportumitres for fre career seasonal employees that ho'd key 
postrans hut whech have traditonally heen held by tempor ary 
employees During 1996. Prneville BLM recruned and hered as 
fwe career seasonal employers, four Station Managers. three 
engine operators. a dispatcher and a Helrtackh Foreman to provide a 
greater comtinurty between COPMS fire masagement group and 
the termporary firefighter force 


Another of the rssues identified is the forest and rangeland health 
promem As a reswlt, a greater emphasis has been placed on the 
reduction of burnable vegetaton At the Poneville Deetract, BLM 
the prescrvbed fire burneng program has heen prominent for several 


we art Amn mcrease mh momtormng of prescribed hurns through 

photo poents and weather records has enabled ‘he dretrct fuels 

-peciaet to te The vegetative reepenee of burmese to weather 
‘7 
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advance on several fromts. There » ~owe emphasis placed on 
wentufying ways to enhance the « » ctlorts that have 
begun As fundeng becomes available. equipment and facslbes 
will be updated There are opportunses af the Prineville Asrport to 
umprove the helvbase facility, and when the Single Engine Aw 
Tanker (SEAT) program becomes a permanently funded pornon of 
the COPMS program. a permanem SEAT base will be necessary 


Greater emphass now 
a se ww 












hemng placed on trang In 
an effort to make sure that 
each firefigiter 1s equipped 
the best that they can be. 






















conditiems. season of burns. etc. This has 
enabled the fuels program to he tarlored to 
better meet the resource otyectives of cach 
particular burn propect: As a result of some of 
thes research. more burns are hemng conducted 
mm the surmmer months 
to more closely emu 
late the natural accur 
rome of fre m the 
rangeland ccosysiem 


simulators are developed 
they will play a major role 
mM provideng opportunsies 
to develop deciwon making 
skills preor to an actual 
mordemt Whuile classroom 
educ ation 1s pmportant. there 
s mo substitute for the 
knowledge of fire behavior that only comes with 
a eapenence therefore. as om the past. the younger 
work force will receive the classroom trammng then 
he blended into the fire crew of capernenced “ole 
fore dogs 





One of the most effec 
ve methods of Cf 
hancing foretighter 
salcty and regucing 
the risks that 
forefigiters faye «te 
reduce the number of 
fwe starts. and detect 
ies when they are 
then monmem stages 
Pronevillie Bl “M4 pat 
meipeates Song wh 
many other federal, state. and local five apencees wm the Central 
Oregon and Mod Cotumtma Fire Prevention Cooperatives These 
wgamzations combune forces to provide a very extensive wildland 
fwe public cducation and coulreach program Although 
unmmeasuramice rm terms of tangre henefits the blow aurmbers of 
herman caweed fore efarts ts mdncatrve of a very successful fire 
prevention program Preneville 1s recogmzed as one of the more 
suc cessful dratricts om the hurecau 





What's « all for’ Everytheng that we do mm fire 


— 

















regarding | re investigations The 
D> otra ’ oomtenees tO take an 





ative role om the Re guwr Arun 
Tok Fore and the Central 
Oregon Fire Investigation Team 


management. from the executive 
COPMS meetongs. to fire planning. to 
updating equipment and supplies to fire 
prevention and traming. «= for one 
purpose. That purpose is to give the 
fwetighter om the firelmme. the equip 
mem. im wiedge and skills to perform 
ther jab rn the most efficsent and safest 
manner possrie and so tney can Make 
all firelone deciwoms based on current 
and expected fore hehaveor 


Along arth the prevention mea 
cures. Carly Getectian of Tires 
ney ' prover responce and 
teeprng * kf ores «mma! Pronev ibe 
RLM cooperates woth the other 
COPMS agencies om thes effort by 
stating we cre crt 6 “— 
Tower Pownt bon ated in the Maury 
Viountarns _—i oe af Alert 


Vie mtain thweat of booby: Day 
- There & @ Monerment There  & very 
A binonally Al M4 Prers te af 
’ : , ape tal Viaemument Tiers Momument A! 
avst - 4 A. : rie. ! - 
. . lx ated »» Oxhaco Park om the heart of 
» stern thatis wt red at CUMIN ; krw ing ightining worms hath 
‘/ Prneville, Oregon, and was dedicated m June of 1996. Take the 
‘ : a fat a we rf rec ormmasstarm € 
. tre to viset thr monument especially at megtet Valk down the 
a ’ 
path dedx ated to those who pad the ultimate proce 
“> at ¥ ; ; : : if hoer ng « r? ye a * eCTrMme tit ate et . 
. we Seth 6 This Monument is onda ated by the nurmier 2 on the map that mn 
t Py " mre, Lat 7 . : afte eh : we wt! any ” 
‘ . om th ' ' smc iT 
incadent the Wildland Fare Policy Rewew. and COPMS. the RctESES (2 Gils COMMER. Ur Mase ITSTRENER Glens CoNtaT 
Stews Lew af (541) 416-6744 
Prine, ALM Pore Management Program « wnat etme 
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program in order to meet these challenges. It is our mission 


© 
( . arin? for to complete these projects in the highest quality standards 
while providing various opportunities to individuals and 


groups throughout the community to assist the BLM as a 


partnership in the stewardship of America’s Public Lands. 
the Land Volunteers benefit from the opportunities to learn new skills, 
meet interesting and highly motivated people, and challenge 


their ability to do jobs that need to be done. They are able to 
explore new areas, often in a beautiful and unique outdoor 
setting, or experience the challenges of an office setting 


VOLUNTEER cparunies nce, Camppound Host, Rees 
OPPORTUNITIES Technic, Fes Teche” Range ted Bote 


Assistants, Hydrology Techni- 
cians, Mining Claim Analysts, 
Office Assistants, and many 
more. Organized events, such as 
river clean-up float trips, John 
Day and Deschutes River tree 
planting projects, riparian reha- 
bilitation projects, and the Adopt- 
An-Open-Space programs also 
provide rewarding volunteer op- 
portunities. 



















The summary provided below 
describes some of the past year’s 
events and some of the 1996 
individual opportunities/cvents. 





The BLM volunteer program 
offers an opportunity to partici- 
pate in important projects along 
with professional staff dedicated 
to the wise multiple use manage- 
ment of our nation’s public lands. 
Our volunteers contribute a 
wealth of knowledge and experi- 
ence, as well as a strong spirit of 
commitment toward the value of 
our nation’s natural, cultural and 
recreational resources. 


7 st 


Volunteers play a vital ongoing — , 
role in helping achieve various a ~~ +? r 
projects throughout the Prineville 

D*strict. As we face the growing 

challenges of accomplishing more work with fewer people, 


we have an increased need for continuing a viable volunteer 
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1995-1996 


In 1992 the Farmers Home Administration (FmHA) 
transferred title of a 512 acre property near Clarno, OR to the 
BLM. Technical experts from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) found unusually high fish, wildlife, and other 
environmental values associated with the land. Because of 
those values, the FWS, in consultation with the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, recommended FmHA 
protect «and enhance these values for the public by 
transferring title to the BLM, which manages adjacent public 
land and the federally designated John Day Wild and Scenic 
River. 


In the springs of 1995 and 1996, volunteer projects were 
initiated to “clean up” the newly acquired property. Two 
Boy Scouts of America troops, (troop 721 from Florence, 
Oregon and Troop 478 from Portland, Oregon), 20 members 
of the Public Lands Restoration Task Force (PLRTF)- Izaac 
Walton League, and several members of the general public 
participated in the project in 1995. In 1996, 25 members 
from the PLRTF Izaac Walton League, and several members 
of the general public participated. The projects occurred on 
weekends both years. Through the rain, cold, and not so 
desirable conditions, the volunteers relentlessly persisted. 
Efforts were focused on rebuilding the fence around the 
historic Clarno cemetery, removing old corrals and barns, 
cleaning up numerous piles of old farm equipment and 
material, tearing down old fences and in some cases 
rebuilding and repairing existing fences. 


The projects were very successful, although there is still lots 
of work to be done in subsequent years volunteer projects. 
Numerous dump truck loads of material were removed, with 


) i 


several hundred pounds of scrap 
metal being recycled. Thanks 
goes to all those who partici- 


pated 


Steelhead 
Falls 
Recreation 
Area 


Improved 


The Steelhead Falls Recreation 
Area, located on the Wild and 
Scenic Deschutes River and 
partly within the Steelhead Falls 
Wilderness Study Area (WSA), 
recently received a facelift. 
Campsites, roads, and day use parking areas were designated 
to help maintain and enhance resource values and increase 
visitor enjoyment and safety. Soils on old roadways and 
areas previously compacted by vehicular use have been 
aerated and prepared for reseeding; native shrubs and grasses 
should increase this spring and summer in these sites. The 
publics’ cooperation in helping to protect these cultivated 
areas while these new shrubs and grasses become better 
established is appreciated. 


The area is a popular local and regional recreation site for 
fishing. sightsecing, hiking, horseback riding, mountain 
biking, wildlife observation, camping, picnicking, hunting, 
swimming, and photography. 


A total of eleven campsites were built in the area; four walk- 
in campsites in the WSA and seven drive-in campsites 
outside of the WSA. Of the seven drive-in campsites, two 
sites accommodate trailers, one site accommodates a large 
group, and the remaining four sites accommodate single 
families with two vehicles each. 


In addition, day use parking areas were built for access to the 
Steelhead Falls and Folley Water Trails. The hiking trails 
will be improved both to the falls areas and through the 
campground. The Steelhead Falls Trail follows an old trail 
originally constructed for access to a fish ladder built at the 
falls. The trail continues past Steelhead Falls for a mile and 
ends when steep canyon walls and boulders make access 
along the river difficult. The Folley Water Trail leads to a 
popular fishing area. 


The Steelhead Falls Recreation Area is within a few minutes 
drive of the Crooked River Ranch Community and a short 
drive from the communities of Redmond, Sisters, and 
Terrebonne. The site is open year-round. For more 
infortr_tion, please contact Karen Perault at (541) 416-67! 1. 
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cluding the Central Oregon Motorcycle and All-Terrain 
Adopt-An-Open-Space Vehicle Club, the Deschutes County 4-Wheelers, and the 


Pr Redmond 4-Bangers. These same clubs also helped install 
ogram four large bulletin boards with “Tread Lightly” information 
on them in the area. Charlie Grant and the group, “Friends of 


In response to the growing pressure on BLM managed publ - Mayfield Pond” cleaned up the Mayfield Pond area 


lands, the BLM's Prineville District developed the Adopt- 
An-Open-Space program to encourage citizen involvement 
in the stewardship of these lands. soweyeye- 
Many have adopted parcels of 
public lands near their homes and 
near the growing population 
centers of Bend, Redmond, 
Sisters, and La Pine. 


Lock for future Central Oregon clean-ups in your local 





Their duties include monitoring 
the adopted area, providing 
information and suggestions use- 
ful for land-use planning, orga- 
nizing clean-up efforts, installing 
signs and facilities, fixing fence, 
and reporting violations. Each 
adoption area 1s signed with the 
name of the adopter 


In the past year, five major clean- 
ups have occurred in Central 
Oregon. Unauthorized dump 
sites were picked up at the Cline 
Falls Recreation Site north of 
Highway 126 and east of the 
Deschutes River, in the Cline 
Buttes area south of Highway 
126 between Redmond and 
Sisters, and in the Mayfield Pond 
and Boonesbor- 
ough areas be- 
tween Redmond 
and Bend In 
addition, Randy 
Cottrell and ap- 
proximately 55 
students from 
Crook County 
High School 
picked up trash 
along Juniper 
Canyr n Road out- 
side of Prineville 














The Cline Fails 
Recreation Site 
clean-up was ini- 
tiated by 
Redmond City 
Cab. The Cline 
Buttes clean-up 
was initiated by 
local off-highway 
vehicle clubs in- 
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Recreation Management 


hours have 


heen and will 
he committed 
to facuiity om 
My vement on 
the Crooked 
ind Lower 
Deschutes 


Rivers. Inds 


viduals, Eagle 












Future nians include VC atipsite mpyrovement al Lower 
Palisades campground on the Crooked Rover Iree 
screening will also occur on the Crooked and Lower 

Deschutes Rivers. In addi- 


toon, Stecihead Falls Recre 
aion Site. adjacent to the 
Middle Deschutes Wild and 
Scenic River and near-by the 
Crooked River Ranch subdi- 


vison, will be overhauled 


















mamtained in 
1yy) 


and 
carly 


If interested in ado 
ing an aca or help 
the Recre 
avon Marmntenance 
folks at the Prineville 
District please call 
Rov Tidwell Project 
Coordmator, at( 541) 
416-6/79 


inp ul 





There are 
numerous parcels of 
public lands waiting 
to be adopted and 
recreation personne! 

mn alway use a 


helping hand’ 
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PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION 
PROGRESS 


Three Resource Management Plans (RMP’s) provide guidance and direction for all actions within the 
Prineville District. 


Implementation of Wild and Scenic River Plans, along with emphasis to evaluate grazing allotments 
within watersheds that contain anadromous /'<i: habitats and continuing riparian recovery efforts have 
combined to focus much of the Prinevi'le District's efforts to the river corridors. Progress has been 
made on many fronts. 


Implementation of the Deschutes and Crooked River Wild and Scenic River Plans as well as efforts to 
complete the Draft John Day Wild and Scenic River Plan are under way. Grazing evaluations have been 
completed on all allotments on the Lower Deschutes River and on a majority of allotments along the 
John Day River. Management prescriptions have been developed for many allotments that will guide 
actions to improve ecosystem health. Implementation has begun on some allotments and improving 
conditions are already evident. 


Salvage efforts of major bug-killed lodgepole pine areas in the LaPine area have been completed. Em- 
phasis of the timber program is now focused on forest health. 


The control of noxious weeds continues to be o/ ncern. Cooperative control efforts with coun- 
ties has been our primary strategy. We have beg. Bridge Creek Weed Demonstration Management 
Project (see separate article). 


Ongoing land exchanges remain a very high priority. The Criterion Exchange has been partially com- 
pleted with the remainder well underway. The Northeast Oregon Assembled Land Exchange is also 
progressing with the EIS due out in the spring of 1997 (see separate article). 


With the continued population growth in Central Oregon, applications for rights-of-way, permits for 
land use, easements, and trespass resolution are increasing very rapidly. The District is responding to 
this increase as much as our capability will allow. Also in response to increased growth the Prineville 
District is preparing an amendment to the Brothers/LaPine RMP (see separate article). Extensive public 
involvement is taking place to address the Urban Interface issues. 


Prescribed fire was completed on about 4,500 acres in the past year. These efforts will continue in the 
future to enhance ecosystem health. Wildfire has been and will continue to be of concern, especially in 
urban interface areas. Fire prevention efforts will be a major focus. 
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Brothers, Two Rivers and John Day Rangeland Program 
Summary Updates 


Introduction 


This is the fifth Rangeland Program Summary (RPS) Update for the Brothers Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) area. 
This RPS Update also includes the LaPine portion of the district which was first analyzed in the Brothers/LaPine Resource 


Management Plan (RMP) in 1989. 


During the last two years we have concentrated our efforts on implementation of management through agreements, deci- 
sions and/or management plans. We have also focused on implementing necessary resource projects, monitoring to detect 
our progress and livestock use supervision to ensure compliance with use authorizations. A redirection of personnel and 
funding to other parts of the district has limited our capabilities in the Brothers/LaPine RMP area, but nonetheless, we are 
making progress. 

One significant change is the way we approach our allotment management. In the past, we made decisions with limited 
involvement from other resource disciplines. Now, the district has moved toward a truly ecosystem based concept of 
interdisciplinary management. As a result, allotment management has become more of a team effort. This is true for all 


This is the fourth RPS update for both the Two Rivers and John Day RMP areas. Due to increasing concerns about anadro- 
mous fishenes, these areas are receiving most of our attention as related to livestock grazing management. An accelerated 
schedule of allotment evaluations has resulted in at least a brief look at nearly every allotment with fishery and riparian 
values. This included the small, isolated Category C allotments scattered throughout both areas. As a result, we reviewed 
past evaluations in light of new information. We have made and will make changes as needed. It is anticipated that this 
accelerated schedule and associated implementation will continue at least through FY 1997. However, in light of 
PACFISH, the East side Ecosystem Management Project, Range Reform issues and anticipated budget/personnel reduc- 
tions, any specific evaluation/implementation schedule is uncertain at best. 


Affected Interests 


Following issuance of this RPS Update, there will be a 30-day comment period for the public to request affected interest 
status. If you believe that any of the future actions shown in the RPS Update may affect your interests, contact the 
Prineville District Manager in writing within this period. Please advise us as to the specific future actions which are of 
concern to you, the allotment(s) involved, and your reason for believing that you have an interest which can be affected by 
the proposed future actions. The District Manager will provide those determined to have an affected interest with an 
opportunity to participate in the development of the livestock grazing management plans in the identified allotments. 


BROTHERS/LAPINE RPS UPDATE 


Section I - Grazing Use and Management Adjustments 
Actions recommended in allotment evaluations are carned out by agreement or decision. Sometimes they are incorporated 


into a revised allotment managem< ° plan (AMP) or coordinated resource management plan (CRMP) if such plan exists, or 
an AMP or CRMP may be prepared. 


Allot. No, Allotment Name Category Accomplishments since June 1995 RPS Update 


$246 Hatfield Cc A land exchange caused public lands in the allotment to revert to 
private ownership. It is no longer a BLM allotment. 
7559 Poole M Draft allotment evaluation in 1996, will complete final in 1997. 











Section II 
Allotments scheduled to be evaluated within the next year: 


$140 Salt Creek I 
$230 Birch Creek I 
$233 Scott I 


The following allotments will be considered for combining with other allotments. The purpose of combining these allot- 

ments would be to improve administrative efficiency, and to better integrate annual livestock grazing use rotations among 

the allotments. Each of the allotment groups shown below are used by one livestock operator. No changes to ongoing 

resource objectives, management or livestock stocking levels would result from these allotment combinations. _Alilot- 
ments to be considered for combining include the following: 


Salt Creek Allotment (5140) with the Birch Creek Allotment ($230) 
Dunham Allotment (5139) with the Wiltze (5203) and the Plateau (5138) Allotments 
Horse Ridge (5210) with the Barlow Cave ($208) Allotment 


Two separate operators use different portions of the Stearns Allotment (5134). To promote administrative efficiency and 
management monitoring, consideration will be given to dividing this allotment into two separate allotments: The South 
Stearns Allotment and the North Stearns Allotment. No changes in resource objectives, management or livestock stocking 


Two pastures of the Nye Allotment (5232) are geographically separated from the remainder of this allotment, and are 
immediately adjacent to the Bear Creek A!lotment (5236). When a pending grazing permit transfer process is completed, it 
is expected that one grazing permittee will have livestock grazing privileges on these two pastures and the Bear Creek 
Allotment, another permittee will have grazing privileges on the remainder of the Nye Allotment. To promote administra- 
tive efficiency, consideration will be given to making the two isolated pastures a part of the Bear Creek Allotment. No 
changes in resource objectives, management of livestock stocking levels would result from this action. 


AMPs/CRMPs Completed or In Progress: 
Implementation of projects shown in the previously approved Leslie Ranches Plan and the Upper Prineville Reservoir 


Activity Plan continues. 

Summary of Completed Actions: 

Allot. No, AllotmentName Category Completed Action 

0003 Hampton I 12 miles of the planned 22 miles of gravity fed water pipeline has been 
completed. Approximately 300 acres of a planned 1400 acre burn was 
completed in the fall of 96. It is intended to again try to accomplish the 
entire burn in the fall of 97. 

0009 Cold Springs I A reconstruction of the Price Valley Water Pipeline was started in 1996. 
This involves replacing the old pipe along the 7 mile route and will be 
completed in the spring of 97. Approximately 3.5 miles of fence was 
reconstn cted between the East and West Cold Springs Pastures. 

0044 Gl I 3, 400 acres of a 9,838 acre wild fire was seeded with rangeland drills in 
the winter of 96. The fire occurred in September of 96. Native species 
with the exception of some forbs were used. 6 miles of fence that was 
burned in this fire was reconstructed. 

$131 McClellan I 95 acres of juniper were cut to improve soil stability, vegetation, watershed 


alan 
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Aliot. No, AllotmentName Category Completed Action 


5134 


5145 


5148 


5190 


5208 


$210 


$230 


Stearns 


Eagle Rock 


Riverside 


Soh Creek 


Barlow Cave 


Horse Ridge 


Birch Creek 


West Butte 


Nye 


Grazing permittee constructed 7 miles of interior fences to intensify 
livestock grazing management, increase movement rates toward vegeta- 
tion, wildlife objectives. 30 acres of western juniper felled to improve 
range ami watershed conditions. About 20 acres of knapweed (an exotic, 
noxioss we.) cated to promote native vegetation, soil stability. 


$0 acres of suniper/sagebrush rangeland burned to improve vegetation and 
watershed conditions. 


Riparian improvement project, including 1/4 mile of woody debris place- 
ment, installation of off-site water trough. 110 acres of sagebrush/juniper 
rangeland burned to promote aspen stand development, watershed condi- 
tron improvement. 


162 acres of western juniper were cut to improve watershed, vegetation, 
other con“itions. 760 acres of felled juniper sites burned to promote native 
vegetation restoration, improve watershed conditions. 


105 acres of juniper sites burned to improve watershed and range vegeta- 
tion conditions. 


Grazing permittee constructed 3 miles of interior fences to intensify 
livestock grazing management, accelerate range/watershed condition 
improvement rates. One in-stream structure installed in Salt Creek to stop 
head cutting. 200 acres of sagebrush/juniper rangeland burned to acceler- 
ate watershed and rangeland vegetation improvement. 10 acres of riparian 
area burned to reduce yuniper/sagebrush populations, promote riparian 
vegetation. About 10 acres of knapweed and African rue (exotic noxious 
weeds) treated to promote native vegetation, soil stability. One cattle 
guard installed to resolve historic opened gate situation, prevent livestock 
drift. 


Initial phase (road closures, reseeding) of Skeleton wildfire area restoration 
project completed. 

1600 acres of juniper and sagebrush rangeland burned to improve water- 
shed and sage grouse/mule deer habitat conditions. One guzzier installed 
to improve wildlife habitat. Oregon Department of Transportation mowed 
10 acres of sagebrush to improve sage grouse lek habitat. Initial-stage 
work (road closures, reseeding) of the Skeleton wildfire area restoration 
project completed. Portions of fence surrounding the Horse Ridge RNA/ 
ACEC reconstructed by the grazing permittee in order to ensure livestock 
exclusion. 


Grazing permittee installed one cattle guard to resolve an open gate/ 
livestock drift situation; constructed | miles of interior fences to intensify 
grazing management, accelerate range/watershe’ condition improvement 
rates. 


Installed one guzzler (with exclosure) to improve wildlife habitat. 
210 acres of juniper rangeland burned to improve vegetation and watershed 


conditions. About 2 acres of knapweed treaied to promote native vegeta- 
tion, soil stability. 
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Allot. No, AllotmentName Category Completed Action 


$233 Scout I Approximately 2 acres of knapweed treated to promote native vegetation, 

$235 Moffitt I About 10 acres burned to increase forb density for sage grouse. Con- 
structed 3 miles of imterior fence; installed one cattle guard to intensify 
habitat objectives. About 100 acres of wildfire area reseeded to meet 

$237 Brothers South I About 2 acres of knapweed treated to promote native vegetation, soul 
stability. Installed two guzziers to improve wildlife habitat. 

$238 ZX I About 2 acres of knapweed treated to promote native vegetation, soil 

$240 Fehrenbacher M About 3 acres of knapweed treated to promote native vegetation, soul 

5241 Rickman-McCormak = 300 acres of sagebrush/juniper rangeland burned to reduce juniper popula- 
tions, improve vegetation and watershed conditions. 

$242 Spring Creek I 1350 acres of yuniper rangeland burned to improve watershed and vegeta- 
tron conditions. 

$249 McCormack Home | About 210 acres of yuniper felled to increase elk forage, improve water- 

Ranch shed conditions. 
TWO RIVERS RPS UPDATE 


Section I - Grazing Use and Management Adjustments 


2516 


Big Sky 


Black Rock 


Allotment evaluation and AMP completed 
Allotment evaluation completed 


Evaluation completed, under Sutton Mtn. CRMP 
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Allot. No. AllotmentName Category Accomplishments since June 1995 RPS Update 
Fence construction was accomplished, grazing dates on the river have been 


2518 


B88 8 


Pine Creek 


Elisworth 


ze a ™ 


adjusted to March | to May 1. 
Allotment evaluation and AMP completed 
Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Evaluation completed, under Sutton Min CRMP 
Allotment evaluation completed 

Evaluation completed; under Sutton Mtn. CRMP 
Evaluation completed, under Sutton Mtn. CRMP 
Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation and AMP completed 
Evaluation completed, under Sutton Mtn. CRMI 
Allotment evaluation and AMP completed 
Allotment evaluation and AMP completed 
Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 


Allotment evaluation completed 


Fence construction and spring developments were completed, grazing dates 
on River Pasture have been adjusted to Nov 15 to April 1. 


Allotment evaluation completed 
Allotment evaluation completed 
Evaluation completed, under Sutton Mtn. CRMP 
Evaluation completed, under Sutton Mtn. CRMP 


Allotment evaluation completed 
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7526 
7827 
7$29 
7532 


7533 
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Allotment evaluation and AMP completed. Spnng developments com- 
pleted. 


Allotment evaluation completed 
Evaluation completed, under Sutton Mtn. CRMP 
Grazing dates on river adjusted to March | to May 1. 
Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation and AMP completed 
Evaluation completed. under Sutton Mtn. CRMP 
Draft allotment evaluation completed 
Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Draft allotment evaluation completed 

Draft allotment evaluation completed 

Draft allotment evaluation completed 
Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Draft allotment evaluation completed 

Draft allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Allotment evaluation completed 

Draft allotment evaluation completed 
Allotment evaluation completed 

Draft allotment evaluation completed 

Draft allotment evaluation completed 


Draft allotment evaluation completed 
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7580 Vibbert c Allotment evaluation completed 
7581 Rose c Allotment evaluavion completed 
7584 H Woodside c Allotment evaluation completed 
7588 Ashley c Allotment evaluation completed 
7990 Miller c Allotment evaluation completed 
7594 In harren c Allouaent evaluation co apleted 
760) Nena Creek c Allotment evaluation completed 


Section II 
Allotments scheduled to be evaluated within the next year: 


2567 Kaser Brothers 


2616 Orville Ruggles 


a CS 
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Beishe AMP in progress 

Big Sky AMP completed 
Horseshoe BendAMP completed 
Decker AMP in progress 
Si=mile AMP completed 

J Bar SAMP completed 

Laffoon and CarisonAMP completed 
Catherine Maurer AMP in progress 
John T. MurthaAMP completed 
Hay CreekAMP im progress 
RattrayCRMP in progress 
HartungAMP completed 


Mountain Coordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) completed on March 1996 and involves the following 


| 


Laffoon and Carison 


Fire rehabilitation seeding. temporary sceding exciosure fence consuructed 
and pasture fence reconstructed 


Two pasture division fences were constructed in order to umprove the 
distribution and control of livestock 


One John Day River mpanan pasture fence constructed, 2 miles long. 
Grazing dates on mparian pasture adjusted to March | to May |. 


Planted a two acre fenced enclosure with black cottonwood to establisi: a 
“clone bank” for future out-plantings im the John Day Basin It 1s located 
in T.9S., R.20B., Sec. 6, SW SE . along the John Day River 


Fire rehabilitation seeding. temporary seeding exclosure fence constructed 
John Day River mparia:. pasture fence constructed, 1/4 mile long Grazing 
dates on mpanan pasture adjusted to March | to May | Ripanan eaclosure 
fence constructed, cattle permanently excluded from mpanan area within 
Jackknife Canyon 
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Allot. No. AllotmentName Category Completed Action 


2580 


2584 


2591 


2597 


2598 


2617 


WwiI9 


2631 


7501 


7512 


7539 


7548 


7558 


7588 


7581 


Big Summit West 


Catherine Maurer 


Miller 
John T. Murtha 


Hay Creek 


Emigrant Canyon 


Sid Seale 


Dipping Vat 


Bird 


PJ. Conroy 


Holmes 


Lindley 


Buck Hollow 


Ashiey 


Rose 


A land exchange was completed in 1995 which reduced the BLM AUMs 
from 145 to 83 and BLM acres from 1267 to 726 (Lookout Pasture not 
included). A new fence 2.9 mi in length was constructed in 1996 to create 
a riparian pasture on the North Fork of the Crooked River. Reconstruction 
of another 2.5 mi of existing fence for the riparian pasture was begun in 
1996. 


One John Day River riparian pasture fence constructed, 3 miles long. 
Grazing dates on riparian pasture adjusted to November 15 to April 1. 
Willow and Kenny Kolfelt springs developed to provide alternative water 
to livestock removed from river. Allotment boundary fence constructed in 
Dead Horse Canyon to protect river from trespass cattle. 


Fire rehabilitation seeding, pasture fence reconstructed. 
Fire rehabilitation seeding, temporary seeding exclosure fence constructed. 


Two springs developed to provide alternative water for livestock while 
grazing in the North (riparian) Pasture. 


Fire rehabilitation pasture fence reconstructed. 


Fire rehabilitation seeding, pasture fence reconstructed. John Day River 
riparian exclosure fence constructed, 1/4 mile. Cattle excluded from 3 
miles of riparian area. 


Fire rehabilitation seeding, pasture fence reconstructed. 


Construction of approximately | mile of fence to create a second riparian 
pastures and allow rest of both riparian pastures following 1994 wildfire. 
Seeded bottom of Macks and 16 Canyons following 1994 wildfire. 


Developed one spring to provide livestock watering source away from 
Deschutes River 


Provided materials for public land portion of riparian pasture fencing 
constructed by NRCS and landowner. 


Categorization raised from C to I bases on riparian and anadromous 
fisheries concerns. Approximately two miles of riparian pasture fence 
constructed cooperatively with ODFW. A minimum of two years of rest 
from grazing scheduled for the Deep Creek riparian area. 


Named changed from Patgens. Categorization raised from C to I based on 
anadromous fisheries and riparian concerns. Two miles of riparian pasture 
fence constructed. Grazing along public lands on creek changed from 
warm season to early spring. 


Categorization changed from C to I based on riparian and anadromous 
concerns. Livestock use modified from spring/summer to early spring. 
200 yards of fencing constructed to create second riparian pasture com- 


posed of primarily public land. 


Combined with the Grant Allotment. 








*) 
Allot.No. AllotmentName Category Completed Action 
7591 Tenmile Creek I Name changed from Roth. Categorization changed from C to I to reflect 
cooperatively with ODFW to preclude trespass livestock problems and 
create riparian pasture. Livestock season of use modified from summer to 
carly spring but pasture has been rested for last couple years. 
JOHN DAY RPS UPDATE 


Section I - Grazing Use and Management Adjustments 

Actions recommended in allotment evaluations are carried out by agreement or decision. Sometimes they are incorporated 
into a revised allotment management plan (AMP) or coordinated resource management plan (CRMP) if such plan exists, or 
an AMP or CRMP may be prepared. 


Allot.No. AllotmentName Category Accomplishments since June 1995 RPS Update 
None 


Section II 
Allotments scheduled to be evaluated within the next year: 
None 


AMPs/CRMPs Completed or In Progress: 
2503 Hubert Asher 

4003 = Slickear Mountain 

4028 Neal Butte 

4029 North Fork 


4103 Rockpile 

4103 Dry Corner 

4122 Big Bend 

Summary of Completed Actions: 

Allot.No, AllotmentName Category Completed Action 

2501 Herbert Asher I 6 mile of fence was constructed to control unauthorized livestock grazing 
and to improve livestock management 

4020 Murderers’ Creek M Additional work was done on the Medusa head control project. In 1995 a 
1258 ac. unit was burned for a second treatment and seeded to a grass/ 
form/shrub mixture. In 1996 a previously seeded unit (620 ac.) was 
reburned. Spraying with herbicides is planned for this unit for further 
Medusa head control. 

4028 Neal Butte I One spring was developed and 2.1 mi of fence was constructed to create a 
riparian pasture and to initiate a grazing management system. Livestock 
will not graze the riparian pasture for two years. 

4049 Battle Creek I 85 acres of juniper were thinned to improve forage production for both 


wildlife and livestock and improve watershed conditions. Juniper were 
placed in tributaries to Battle Creek and in Battle Creek to improve the 
riparian areas and to discourage the livestock from grazing in the riparian 
areas. 
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